Cold War Timeline Notes
The creation of the "Iron Curtain"
6 Nov 1946
"Iron Curtain" is a term used to describe the boundary that separated the Warsaw Pact
countries from the NATO countries from about 1945 until the end of the Cold War in 1991. The
Iron Curtain was both a physical and an ideological division that represented the way Europe
was viewed after World War II. To the east of the Iron Curtain were the countries that were
connected to or influenced by the former Soviet Union. This included part of Germany
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania
The Marshall Plan
7 Apr 1948
The Marshall Plan (officially the European Recovery Program, ERP) was the American program
to aid Europe where the United States gave monetary support to help rebuild European
economies after the end of World War II in order to prevent the spread of Soviet Communism.
The plan was in operation for four years beginning in April 1948. The goals of the United States
were to rebuild a war-devastated region, remove trade barriers, modernize industry, and make
Europe prosperous again.
The Berlin Airlift
24 Jun 1948
Soviets placed a blockade on the allied sector of Berlin to starve the population into Soviet
alliance. The blockade was a soviet attempt to starve out the allies in Berlin in order to gain
supremacy. the blockade was a high point in the cold war, and it led to the berlin airlift. The
allied response was a unbelievably massive air supply- flying night and day to feed the city.
Forming of NATO
4 Apr 1949
In 1949, the prospect of further Communist expansion prompted the United States and 11
other Western nations to form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
Forming of Warsaw Pact
14 May 1955
The Soviet Union and its affiliated Communist nations in Eastern Europe founded a rival
alliance, the Warsaw Pact, in 1955.

Vietnam War
1 Nov 1955
The cold war was a fight between the United States and the USSR over the world's resources.
South Vietnam was an allie of the US and North Vietnam was an allie of the USSR. The US
feared if North Vietnam won the war other countries in South Asia would also fall to
Communism.
Sputnik
4 Oct 1957
The Sputnik crisis was the American reaction to the success of the Sputnik program.[1] It was a
key Cold War event that began on October 4, 1957 when the Soviet Union launched Sputnik 1,
the first artificial Earth satellite. The launch of Sputnik I and the failure of its first two Project
Vanguard launch attempts rattled the American public; President Dwight D. Eisenhower
referred to it as the “Sputnik Crisis”. Although Sputnik was itself harmless, its orbiting scared
the people of the US
The U-2 incident
1 May 1960
The 1960 U-2 incident occurred during the Cold War on 1 May 1960, during the presidency of
Dwight Eisenhower and during the leadership of Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, when a
United States U-2 spy plane was shot down over the airspace of the Soviet Union. The United
States government at first denied the plane's purpose and mission, but then was forced to
admit its role as a covert surveillance aircraft when the Soviet government produced its intact
remains and surviving pilot.
Bay of pigs
17 Apr 1961
The Bay Of Pigs invasion refers to the CIA sponsored American attack of the Cuban government
in order to overthrow Fidel Castro. It was a tricky plan to execute as US was not in war with
Cuba then. Though the US planned to appear “not being involved” in this attack and declared
about their non-intention to intervene in Cuban affairs, Cuba had already approached the UN
with the facts about the US training mercenaries for this planned invasion.
Creation of the Berlin Wall
13 Aug 1961
The Berlin Wall was erected in the dead of night and for 28 years kept East Germans from
fleeing to the West.

Cuban Missile Crisis
15 Oct 1962
The Cuban Missile Crisis was the closest the world ever came to nuclear war. The United States
armed forces were at their highest state of readiness ever and Soviet field commanders in Cuba
were prepared to use battlefield nuclear weapons to defend the island if it was invaded. Luckily,
thanks to the bravery of two men, President John F. Kennedy and Premier Nikita Khrushchev,
war was averted.
Fall of the Berlin Wall
9 Nov 1989
he fall of the Berlin Wall happened nearly as suddenly as its rise. There had been signs that the
Communist bloc was weakening, but the East German Communist leaders insisted that East
Germany just needed a moderate change rather than a drastic revolution. East German citizens
did not agree.
As Communism began to falter in Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia in 1988 and 1989, new
exodus points were opened to East Germans who wanted to flee to the West. Then suddenly,
on the evening of November
Dissolution of the USSR
26 Dec 1991
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formally dissolved on 26 December 1991 by
declaration of the Soviet of the Republics of the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union. This
declaration acknowledged the independence of all fifteen republics of the Soviet Union
following the creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States. On the previous day, 25
December 1991, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev had resigned, declaring his office extinct,
and handed over the Soviet nuclear missile launching
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